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Non-Discrimination Policy
Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine does not discriminate in admission, 
employment or administration of its programs or activities on the basis of age, 
gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, color, marital status, physical or 
mental disability, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, 
genetic information, ethnicity, ancestry, veteran status or any other characteristic 
protected by federal, state or local law. In addition, Cleveland Clinic administers 
all programs and services without regard to disability, and provides reasonable 
accommodations for otherwise qualified disabled individuals, as long as it fits 
within our Technical Standards.

“Diversity is one of the best parts of the 
CCLCM curriculum. Being around people 
from different backgrounds and cultures has 
allowed me to expand my worldview and 
be a better, kinder, less judgmental human 
being who is more aware of the injustices of 
this world. I’m so thankful that my CCLCM 
family is composed of such diverse people.”

 − Student Quote

Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine of Case Western 
Reserve University (CWRU) represents a historic academic 
part nership designed to train physician investigators. 
Established as a joint endeavor between Cleveland Clinic 
and CWRU, the College Program is a unique medical school 
program that is setting new standards for the training of 
physician investigators through inno vative approaches to the 
integration of basic science, research and clinical medicine. 
In addition to excellent clinical skills, graduates of the 
College Program have expertise in research and a passion 
for scientific inquiry. They learn the most advanced 
treat ments and how to deliver them to patients’ bedsides.

Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine is transforming 
medical education through its unique five-year curriculum 
focused on active learning methods, including problem-
based learning, labs, seminars and electronically based 
self-study programs. This approach fosters critical thinking, 
self-directed learning and individual knowledge - the skills 
that ensure future success as physician investigators. The 
program is based on competencies that follow those of 
the Liaison Committee on Medical Education during the 
first two years, and those of the Accreditation Council for 
Graduate Medical Education during the final three years.

The mission of CCLCM is to educate a diverse group of individuals to become physician 
investigators who advance biomedical research, deliver exceptional clinical care, and promote 
health equity.
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About Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland Clinic is an independent, nonprofit multispecialty 
academic medical center that includes a hospital, 
centralized and regional outpatient facilities, a research 
institute and an education institute. Since its inception in 
1921, Cleveland Clinic has been dedicated to the mission 
of better care of the sick, research of their problems and 
further education of those who serve.

Cleveland Clinic is recognized for outstanding clinical care 
and commitment to academic excellence. U.S. News & 
World Report has consistently ranked Cleveland Clinic 
among the top hospitals in the country, and it has ranked 
our heart program No. 1 since 1994. Many specialties are 
consistently ranked in the top five.

The Cleveland Clinic Lerner Research Institute ranks among 
the top independent research institutes in the country for 
NIH funding. Our Education Institute has one of the largest 
gradu ate medical education programs in the country, with 
more than 1,200 residents and fellows in a broad range  
of specialties.

 
Cleveland Clinic faculty members are among the nation’s 
leaders in academic medicine. State-of-the-art research 
and education facilities provide outstanding support of 
resources for faculty and trainee academic activities. This 
commitment to the highest quality patient care, research 
and education makes Cleveland Clinic an ideal setting to 
train physicians dedicated to ensuring the trans lation of 
scientific advances into clinical application.

Commitment to Diversity
We are committed to bringing the best students from a wide 
variety of backgrounds who will directly impact the future of 
medical care. Our diverse student body engenders richness 
of thought and discovery in research, education, and 
patient care to advance scientific discovery and the care of 
diverse populations. At Cleveland Clinic and CCLCM we are 
deeply committed to anti-racism, diversity, and inclusion in 
education, healthcare and our communities.
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Course of Study
Students in the College Program have access to all of the 
resources of Cleveland Clinic, one of the finest healthcare 
institutions in the world. Students practice medicine with 
world-renowned physicians who excel in their respective 
fields, and they conduct research alongside investigators 
working on the cutting edge of medical science. As students 
in the CWRU School of Medicine, our students are enrolled 
in one of the top medical schools in the country and a 
leading independent research university. This unique 
partnership builds on the clinical and academic strengths  
of two outstanding organizations.

Clinical Curriculum
The goal of the clinical curriculum is to ensure that all 
Lerner College of Medicine graduates develop broad-
based clinical expertise. The program uniquely integrates 
patient care experi ences with basic science and research 
beginning in year 1. Clinical experiences include a half-day 
longitudinal case with a primary care physician every other 
week in year 1 and every week in year 2. Students have 
the opportunity to evaluate new patients and to maintain 
continuity with past patients during these two years. During 
their research experience in year 4, students maintain their 
relevant clinical experience.

Financial Support
Students in the College Program receive full-tuition
schol arships. Scholarships are funded through the existing 
Cleveland Clinic endowment, operational income,
and philanthropy. Our goal is to assure that financial 
constraints do not preclude students from following their 
dreams of becoming physician investigators.
 

Highlights
›	 Small class size of 32
›	 Portfolio-assessed, competency-based learning 

environment - no grades
›		 Student-centered learning experience
›		 Five-year course of study with a required yearlong thesis 

research project
›		 Last three years of study customized to match student’s 

research, clinical interests and professional goals
›		 Physician advisor and a research advisor for each student
›		 Basic science curriculum that is organ-system based and 

linked to relevant clinical experiences
›		 Continuity of care experiences beginning in year 1 

with their own longitudinal preceptor and integrated 
throughout the curriculum to ensure that graduates enter 
a future residency with excellent clinical skills

›		 Graduate education in medicine with problem-based 
learning (PBL) sessions, interactive small-group seminars 
and laborato ries aimed at developing in-depth problem-
solving skills

›		 Broad opportunities for basic/translational and clinical 
research

›		 Patient volume and diversity that provide outstanding 
clinical training

›		 Close interaction with clinical and research faculty
›		 State-of-the-art educational, clinical and research 

resources
›		 Upon completion of the five-year curriculum, students 

graduate with an MD degree with Special Qualification 
in biomedical research. Students also have the option of 
pursuing a master’s degree
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School Profile
The exceptional students admitted to Cleveland Clinic 
Lerner College of Medicine embody the pioneering spirit that 
has been the hallmark of Cleveland Clinic since its founding 
in 1921. In each year of its existence, the college has 
attracted top candidates from preeminent undergraduate 
programs who compete for just 32 spots in the school.

Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine includes 
students from more than 80 colleges and universities, 
 

 
including Columbia, Cornell, CWRU, Duke, Harvard, 
Howard, Johns Hopkins, Ohio State, Spelman, UC Berkeley 
and Yale.

Match Results
Our graduates have matched with prestigious organizations 
all around the country for their residency programs. Visit our 
website to learn more about our students’ Match results!
 


